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Course Request Basics

➢ Fall 2026 Course Request Dates:

• March 19 (opened early!) - April 7, 2026

➢ Request courses at any point in this window:

• No priority for early course request.

• But...don’t wait till the last minute!

➢ Changes can later be made during Add/Drop:

• 4/24/26 - 5/29/26

• 8/3/26 - 8/28/26

➢ Access the Fall 2026 Timetable at www.hokiespa.vt.edu by selecting 
“Timetable of Classes” at the bottom of the page, or from the Course 
Registration and Schedule menu.

➢ Find the CRNs for the courses you plan to request.

http://www.hokiespa.vt.edu/


Hokie Registration

➢ Use Hokie Registration for both course request and add/drop.

➢ How to access: Hokie Spa ⇨ Course Registration and Schedule Menu ⇨ Fall 
2026 Hokie Registration

➢ Once in Hokie Registration you will need to complete pre-registration checks before 
you can course request

➢ New features allow students to prioritize courses and add alternative sections 
during course request. Find a how-to video here: How to Course Request in Hokie 
Registration

➢ More Information:

• Course Registration | Undergraduate Academic Affairs | Virginia Tech

• Course Registration | Engineering | Virginia Tech

https://www.undergraduate.provost.vt.edu/aai/advising-technology/advising-technology-for-students/hokiespa-for-students/course-registration/course-request-classes.html
https://www.undergraduate.provost.vt.edu/aai/advising-technology/advising-technology-for-students/hokiespa-for-students/course-registration/course-request-classes.html
https://www.undergraduate.provost.vt.edu/aai/advising-technology/advising-technology-for-students/hokiespa-for-students/course-registration.html
https://www.undergraduate.provost.vt.edu/aai/advising-technology/advising-technology-for-students/hokiespa-for-students/course-registration.html
https://eng.vt.edu/undergraduate/resources-support/course-registration.html
https://eng.vt.edu/undergraduate/resources-support/course-registration.html


AE: Typical Senior Fall Courses

➢ Typical Senior Fall Courses:

o AOE 4105: Experiments for Aerospace Design

o Vehicle Design Choice (AOE 4065: Air Vehicle Design or AOE 4165: Space Vehicle 
Design)

o MATH Elective (MATH 4574, STAT 4705, MATH/AOE 4404, AOE Stats and ML)

o Track Technical Elective

o Technical Elective

o Pathways course

➢ Keep in mind:

o MATH 4574 and STAT 4705 are offered in fall. All math elective options are offered in 
spring. If you plan to take your math elective in spring, one option is to move a 
track/general technical elective from spring to fall.

o AOE Statistics & Machine Learning is a new course that can count for your AE math 
elective. It does not have a course number yet. If you use this for your math elective 
next spring request a substitution from your advisor.



OE: Typical Senior Fall Courses

➢ Typical Junior Fall Courses:

o AOE 4205: Experiments for Ocean Vehicle Design

o AOE 4265: Ocean Vehicle Design

o STAT 4705: Probability and Statistics for Engineers

o Track Technical Elective

o Technical Elective

o Pathways course

➢ Keep in mind:

o STAT 4705 is offered in both fall and spring.

o OE majors may take the new AOE Statistics & Machine Learning
course instead of STAT 4705 (substitution required). It is offered in
spring only.



Technical Electives

➢ There are 2 kinds of Technical Electives:

o Track Technical Electives

o General Technical Electives

o Out of all of your technical elective credits (track & general), at most 6 credits may 
come from approved non-AOE coursework

➢ Track Technical Electives:

o Take 3 courses (9 credits) from one track

o If your track has a foundational course, you are required to take it, but you do not need 
to take it first

➢ General Technical Electives:

o Check your program curriculum for specific number of credits required

o Include any AOE credits taken for A-F credit that are not already counting for a different 
requirement in your curriculum

o Include AOE independent study and undergraduate research

o May be from the list of approved non-AOE courses in your curriculum



Technical Tracks

Disciplinary

➢ Foundational Track

➢ Aero/Hydrodynamics

➢ Dynamics, Control & Estimation

➢ Structures & Materials

➢ Vehicle & Systems Design

Applications

➢ Naval Engineering

➢ Space Engineering

➢ Propulsion

➢ Energy & Environment



Senior Fall FAQs



In DARS my Pathways Concept 1 - Discourse (advanced) is 
incomplete. Do I need to add a specific course for this?

➢ No, you do NOT need to add an extra course for advanced
discourse.

➢ The advanced discourse requirement is covered by a
combination of AOE 3054 and senior design/experiments
courses.

➢ As long as you complete all of the AE or OE major required
courses, you will complete your advanced discourse
requirement.



Are there any courses that I can take over the summer?

➢ These courses are typically offered by VT in the summer and
may be beneficial depending on the requirements you still
need: MATH 4564, STAT 4705, CS 1114, CS 1064, ECON
2005, PHYS 2306, Pathways

➢ If you take a course at a different institution, be sure to follow
the proper steps for taking courses elsewhere.

https://eng.vt.edu/undergraduate/admissions/transferring/transferrable-credits-from-other-universities.html


How should I decide which track and general technical electives 
to take in the fall?

➢ Run a DARS!

➢ How many technical elective courses are still needed for your chosen
track? How many total technical elective credits do you still need?

➢ Remember most technical elective courses are offered in fall or spring,
but not both terms.

➢ If your track has a foundational course, determine when you need
to take it. Use the curriculum resources at the end of this presentation.

➢ You may only count 6 credits of non-AOE technical electives (track
& general tech combined).

➢ When in doubt, contact your advisor!



Can I take AOE 5xxx level technical electives?

➢ If you are enrolled in the UG/G program you may take AOE
5xxx courses that work with your UG/G plan.

➢ If you are a senior with a GPA greater than or equal to 3.0 you
may take AOE 5xxx courses with instructor permission.

➢ You will need to contact the AOE graduate program
coordinator to be added to 5000-level courses during the add
periods.

https://www.aoe.vt.edu/graduate/advising.html
https://www.aoe.vt.edu/graduate/advising.html


I looked at my DARS and I currently have course in multiple 
tracks? What's going on?

➢ Some courses are options in multiple tracks. So, they may 
show up under different tracks at first.

➢ If a course can count as a track elective, DARS will place it 
there before putting it under general technical electives.

➢ Once you enroll in 3 courses that fulfill a single track, they 
should group together, showing that the track is in-progress or 
complete. Any other courses you have completed that could 
have been track courses should then move to technical 
electives or free electives.



I took a special study (AOE 4984) that was supposed to count for 
my track. But, in my DARS I don’t see it there. What’s going on?

➢ Special studies do not automatically go in a track in DARS.

➢ If you have taken a special study that is supposed to count in 
a track, contact your advisor to request a substitution placing it 
in that track.



AOE Curriculum Resources

➢ AOE Undergraduate Curriculum Webpage

➢ Virginia Tech Timetable of Classes

➢ Undergraduate Course Catalog

https://www.aoe.vt.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-curriculum.html
https://www.aoe.vt.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-curriculum.html
https://banweb.banner.vt.edu/ssb/prod/HZSKVTSC.P_DispRequest
https://banweb.banner.vt.edu/ssb/prod/HZSKVTSC.P_DispRequest
https://catalog.vt.edu/
https://catalog.vt.edu/


Still Have Questions?

➢ Many students have additional factors that impact academic planning.

o Are you a cadet or transfer student?

o Do you have a double major or complex minors?

o Do you plan to do a co-op or study abroad?

o Are you on a 5-year plan?

o Are you interested in doing the UG/G program?

➢ If you still have questions, contact your academic advisor for help!

o Emily Metzgar (last names A-G): emilymetzgar@vt.edu

o Chelsea Nowak (last names H-Q): cnowak@vt.edu

o Brian Kastner (last names R-Z): briank4@vt.edu

o Schedule an academic advising appointment through Navigate

mailto:emilymetzgar@vt.edu
mailto:cnowak@vt.edu
mailto:briank4@vt.edu
https://vt.campus.eab.com/home
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